
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS 
A CHRISTMAS CAROL YOUNG ENSEMBLE AUDITIONS 2019 

 

Who should audition? 

We are actively seeking a diverse and enthusiastic group of children between the ages of 5-13. Children who turn 14 

in the calendar year of 2019 cannot audition for the Young Ensemble, but are encouraged to sign up for Community 

Ensemble auditions this spring! Absolutely no previous acting experience is necessary to audition for A Christmas 

Carol. 

How do auditions work? 

Children must come prepared to perform the scene they have been given at point of sign-up, as well as a one-

minute song of their choice to be sung a cappella. All children will participate in a short group activity and will then 

audition individually. During their individual audition, each child will sing and perform their prepared scene.  If a 

younger child is not comfortable reading, they may recite another piece of text that they are comfortable with – a 

nursey rhyme, poem, or short story.  

Does my child need to bring anything to auditions? 

Please bring a copy of the scene assigned by McCarter’s casting team and the song lyrics for the song your child 

plans to sing. We ask that your child brings both of these pieces of text, even if both pieces are memorized—these 

copies are for your child’s own reference, just in case. These copies will not be given to the adults auditioning your 

child.  

Please bring a photograph of your child with her or his name on the front. An enlarged photo printed on 8 ½ x 11 

paper or a Xerox of a school photo is fine. Please do not spend any money on unnecessary audition materials. 

Photos will not be returned. 

Children should dress as they normally would on schooldays or weekends. Sneakers are recommended, rather than 

sandals.  

Does my child need to have a headshot and resume at auditions? 

No. Anyone is able to audition regardless of their previous performance experience and no formal headshot or 

resume are needed to audition. Please do not spend any money on unnecessary audition materials. 

Do we have to attend Sign Ups on September 9 to audition? 

If you are unable to attend the sign up day, online sign-ups will open on Sunday, September 9th at 5:00pm. After 

you register online, McCarter’s casting team will give you a call to confirm your child’s specific appointment time 

and follow up with a confirmation email containing their audition materials. 

Will roles in the Young Ensemble be double cast? 

No, there will be no double casting in the production. Everyone who is cast in the Young Ensemble will perform at 

every performance. 
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Where will rehearsals and performances take place?  

All rehearsals and performances will take place at McCarter Theatre Center, 91 University Place, Princeton, NJ 

08540. 

Will children have to be excused from school in order to participate? 

Yes. All parents of children cast in the production must have a conversation with teachers and schools about 

missing part or all of a school day when they are called to daytime rehearsals and performances. We have found 

that many area schools understand that this experience is incredibly valuable and educational for the student and 

are able to accommodate. However, we can’t speak for all schools or situations. If your child is cast in the show, 

they would be required to be there for all daytime technical rehearsals for which they are called, as well as all 

matinee performances. We ask you to speak with their school and teachers about missing those days before 

accepting a role. On our end, we do our utmost not to pull children out of school for rehearsals/performances unless 

absolutely necessary. Young ensemble members will have to miss part or all of 6-8 school days depending on their 

holiday schedule.  

Do we have to live in New Jersey? 

We welcome any member of our surrounding community to come audition; that means everyone from Princeton 

locals to our neighbors in Pennsylvania are eligible. All rehearsals and performances will take place at McCarter, so 

the only requirement is that you are willing to travel to and from the theatre throughout November and December. 

 


